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“Black Nativity” is an adaptation of the nativity story by Langston Hughes,
performed by an entirely black cast. Hughes was the author of the book, with the
lyrics and music being derived from traditional Christmas carols, sung in gospel
style, with a few songs created specifically for the show. The show was first
performed on Broadway on December 11, 1961, and was one of the first plays written
by an African American to be staged there. The show had a successful tour of Europe
in 1962, one of its appearances being at the Spoleto Festival of Two Worlds in Italy.
The tour revisited New York for an encore performances at Lincoln Center. 

The original name for this play was “Wasn’t It a Mighty Day?” You might  find it
interesting that original cast members like Alvin Ailey and Carmen de Lavallade quit
the production before opening day because they objected to the use of the word
“black” in the title. The rationale at the time was that this word might be too
divisive for a Broadway production aimed at keeping things harmonious with all
audiences. Ultimately, black in the title did not matter. This liberating and energetic
musical opened to rave reviews.

In 2004, a documentary film was made about the world premiere performance,
production, and creation of the best-selling gospel Christmas album “Black Nativity
– In Concert: A Gospel Celebration,” and the cast, under the direction of Aaron
Robinson, brought it to life at the Immanuel Baptist Church in Portland, Maine.

A film version directed by Kasi Lemmons and starring Forest Whitaker and Angela
Bassett was released on November 27, 2013.

You’ll find a production of this musical performed in churches, theaters, on college
campuses, and more in almost every major U.S. city and other regions. It is a joyful
retelling of St. Luke’s story of the birth of Christ by way of gospel music, dance,
poetry, and narrative.





Meet our Music Director 
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Ensemble



Act 1 
 Prelude to Joy to the World...............................................................................................Zari McCullers
Joy To The World (Traditional and Gospel)...................................................................Jasmine Graham
My Way is Cloudy............................................................................................................Kathy L. Charles
No Room at the Hotel.............................................................................................................Tanya Allen
Most Done Travelling.............................................................................................................Tanya Allen
Oh, Jerusalem in the Morning................................................................................................Tanya Allen
Poor Little Jesus/Wasnt That a Pity and a Shame..................................................................Micah Simms-Gantt
Mary, Mary, What You Gonna Name Your Baby...Brooklyn Robertson, Laniyah Ingram- Hamilton, Kenza Noma
Wasn’t That A Mighty Day..................................................................................................Caleb Adman
Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child...........Brooklyn Robertson, Laniyah Ingram- Hamilton, Kenza Noma
O Holy Night..................................................................................................................Evelynne I. Brown
Go Tell It On The Mountain - Gospel.....................................................................................Tanya Allen
Rise Up Shepherd.................................................................................Micah Simms-Gantt, Jade Jarrell 
What Month Was Jesus Born In................Brooklyn Robertson, Laniyah Ingram- Hamilton, Kenza Noma
Sweet Little Jesus Boy....................................................................................................Jasmine Graham
Oh Come All Ye Faithful.................................................................................................Jasmine Graham
Joy to the World Reprise............................................................................................................Ensemble

15 Minute Intermission
Act 2 
Glorious.....................................................................................................................................Ensemble
Mary Did You Know....Caleb Adman, Micah Simms-Gantt, Jasmine Graham, Evelynne I. Brown, Jamar Johnson
Now Behold the Lamb....................................................................................................Jasmine Graham
Changed................................................................................................................................Tanya Allen
I Know It Was the Blood....................................................................................................Jamar Johnson
Leak in the Building...................................Laniyah Ingram-Hamilton, Kenza Noma, Brooklyn Robertson
There Is None Like You.....................................................................................................Kathy L. Charles
Because of Who You Are.................................................................................................Kathy L. Charles
My Life My Love My All..............................................................................................................Ensemble
I Won’t Complain.............................................................................................................Jamar Johnson
We Shall Behold Him.....................................................................................................Evelynne I. Brown
I Feel Like Going On...............................................................................................................Tanya Allen
I Said I Wasn’t Going Tell Nobody.........................................................................................Jade Jarrell
My Soul Is Anchored.........................................................................................................Jamar Johnson
When the Saints Go To Worship....................................................................................Evelynne I. Brown
Ride On King Jesus.............................................................................................................Caleb Adman
Till We Meet Again....................................................................................................................Ensemble
Total Praise...............................................................................................................................Ensemble 
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Meet The Cast  (continued)

Langston Hughes' work, which was a significant part of the HarlemLangston Hughes' work, which was a significant part of the Harlem
Renaissance ran from poetry, social activism, novels, plays, and workingRenaissance ran from poetry, social activism, novels, plays, and working
as a columnist. His innovative poetry was referred to as "jazz Poetry."as a columnist. His innovative poetry was referred to as "jazz Poetry."

Visit our online Study Guide for
more about Langston Hughes,
“Black Nativity”, and the Harlem
Renaissance.

http://cwoodswork.xyz/


Professor VALERIE A. GRAY teaches English at HACC, Central
Pennsylvania’s Community College. This year marks her 25 th year at
HACC. She is a nonfiction children’s author, a college textbook author,
and the author of two biographies for the African American National
Biography published by Harvard University. Jason Kidd: Star Guard
(1998) and the Court Martial of Cadet John Whittaker (2000) were
published by Enslow Publishing. Valerie’s first textbook, Avoiding
Plagiarism: Writing with Academic and Professional Integrity was
published by Kendall Hunt in 2012. Her second textbook, Business
Writing for Today and Tomorrow: From Memos to New Media was
published by Apple in 2017. Her third textbook, Business Writing for
Everyday Use, written in collaboration with several colleagues from the
HACC English department, was published by LibreTexts in 2021. It is an
open education resource (OER) textbook that is available for free. 

Valerie has developed numerous projects and presentations that
promote inclusive teaching. Her community and service leadership
commitments include board member for Sankofa African American
Theatre Company; volunteer for Highmark Caring Place; and a judge for
the NAACP’s Harrisburg region Afro Academic Cultural Technological
Scientific Olympics awards (ACT-SO). Her passions do not end with
teaching, writing, reading, and being of service to the community. She is
a world traveler, becoming immersed in the culture of countries on five
continents, and has visited much of the U.S. She enjoys gardening,
preserving foods, finding objects to decorate her garden; and believes
that there is no such thing as planting too many flowers.

Post-Show Discussion Facilitator



Open Stage
Gamut Theatre
Dustin Leblanc

Keystone Theatrics
West Shore Theatre

Hampton "Butch" Allen, Jr
William Benn

Gilinda Cousar
Maggie Rouro

Aichatuo Noma
The Board of Sankofa AATC

Volunteers and Staff of Sankofa AATC

UP NEXT

February 10-25, 2024

The Jackson Rooming House: 
Music's Resting Place

By Sharia Benn & Clark Nicholson

A Partnership Production with
Gamut Theatre



Scan QR Code to donate or visit our
website at sankofatheatrehbg.com

Thank You To Our Sponsors! 

Join our family with your gift to Sankofa
African American Theatre Company!

As Sankofa AATC begins its seventh year of thought-
provoking and life-changing work through theatre, you
are being asked for YOUR financial support during this
year’s annual giving campaign. Every dollar will move us
toward this year’s goal of $10,000. 

Please invest in Sankofa’s transformative work by giving
online or using the enclosed envelope to mail in your
donation. All donations are tax deductible. 
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Our commitment is to meet the needs of those seeking to
enhance their relationship with God through spiritual
resources, assistance, and community-driven programs
and initiatives.

Phone: 717-238-1000
 M-F from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

 Market & Cameron Streets 
Harrisburg, PA 17110  United States

Email  info@robegift.org

PEOPLE 
FIRST

 Visit our website at robegift.org.

CONTACT US


